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You can select codes using your Code Map and apply that selection to the Study window, which will then display 
only those code references corresponding to the selected master codes. Selections of mapped codes can be made by 
selecting each code individually, or by selecting one code and then expanding the selection based on code links. In 
Exhibit D.18, commanding HyperRESEARCH to select all codes within two links of the “computer more efficient” 
code would select everything but “ease of use important.”

Thus, the Code Map can be used as a visually oriented code selection tool as well as a visualization tool.

The Hypothesis Window
The Hypothesis Tester is an “expert system” that helps you build theories and test them against the codes you’ve 
applied to your data. Like the Report Generator, the Hypothesis Tester consists of two windows: the Hypothesis Test 
window and a Report Display window.

The Hypothesis Test window includes a section that displays the current Hypothesis Test Rules, and a section that 
allows you to edit those rules (Exhibit D.19).

When the Hypothesis Rule List is complete, you can Export the hypothesis test report to a text file, or Display it to 
the Report Display window. You can also save the hypothesis for later use, or open an already-constructed hypothesis 
(Exhibit D.20).

Although the Hypothesis Tester may seem complicated at first, at its heart it’s another way to examine your cases, 
looking for combinations of the presence and/or absence of code names. It utilizes Boolean expressions (delineating 
the code combinations to search for with the use of logical AND, OR, and NOT) and can also utilize the Code Proximity 
functions to look specifically for coded segments that overlap one another.

You can also use the Hypothesis Tester to add Theme codes to your case. Say you’d like to find every case that has 
been coded with both “gets married and stays married” and “wants kids.” You’d like to apply the code “high family 
commitment” to each relevant case.

Exhibit D.19 The Hypothesis Window Showing Part of a Hypothesis Rule List


